ESL Rural Routes Tip Sheets

Learning English with Apps
Here are some free apps to explore. They are roughly
grouped by skill. However, most skills overlap. Many
of these are available for both Android and Apple, so
check both tip sheets. Paid upgrades are often
available.
If you find other helpful apps, please email your Rural
Routes regional advisor so we can update the tip sheet.

Apps for Apple
Listening
 TED Talks: Also for Android. CLB 5–8 and above. Many

of the talks are six minutes or longer and cover a wide
range of topics. They are good for listening practice and
vocabulary development. Transcripts can be downloaded
for reading practice. These talks can be good triggers for
note taking, summary writing, and other writing tasks.
There is also a website: www.TED.com

 Duolingo: Also for Android. Pre-CLB–CLB 6. This is an

all-purpose language learning site for about
30 languages, including English. Learners can change
the settings so the translations are in their native
language. The app teaches sentence patterns, grammar,
and vocabulary with pictures. It develops listening and
pronunciation by allowing learners to listen and repeat,
and by using the record and playback functions, learners
can repeat words and phrases as many times as they
want. This app is a very valuable learning tool.

 Busuu: Also for Android. Pre-CLB–CLB 8. This all-

purpose language learning site is similar to Duolingo.

 Memrise: Also for Android. Pre-CLB–CLB 8. Another allpurpose language learning site similar to Duolingo.

 Babbel (by Lesson Nine GmbH): Also for Android.

Pre-CLB–CLB 8. An all-purpose language learning site
similar to Duolingo, Busuu, and Memrise.

What are apps?
Apps are applications, or small pieces
of software, that run on a mobile
phone, computer, or other electronic
device. They can be downloaded from
the App Store onto a cellphone or
tablet, and many of them are free of
charge.
Why use apps?
 Apps help learners control their own
learning and allow them to have a
language resource with them at all times.
 Most learners have mobile phones even if
they don’t have reliable Internet at home
or don’t have a home computer.
 Phones have a 24/7 connection to the
Internet that allows learners to access
the World Wide Web.
 With groups of learners, apps can be
used to create a language lab in any
meeting room that has an Internet
connection. Teachers can allot time for
individual practice with the app and
circulate to observe, or they can use the
time to work one-on-one with learners.
How do learners find apps?
 New apps are constantly being
developed, so learners can type
keywords like “ESL,” “learn English,” or
“English pronunciation” into the Search
bar to find a selection of apps.
 Then learners can screen the apps, try
them out, and find the ones that best fit
their learning needs.
 As learners’ language needs change,
they can search for new apps.

Speaking
 American Accent Training (by An Tran): CLB 5–8. Good for practising fluency in reading, reading and

speaking in thought groups, and using reductions in fast speech. The app has short, 100-word paragraphs
on a variety of topics, with a literal transcription, and a transcription with reductions marked in red. After
listening, learners can read and record, following along with the reductions, and then listen and compare.
This app develops fluency and helps reduce accent.

 English Pronunciation – Otterwave (by Ottercall Inc.): CLB 1–8. This app is for pronunciation

practice. The learner hears a short sentence and sees the sound waves the speaker makes. Then the
learner records their own voice reading or saying the sentence, and sees their sound waves. Finally, they
play the recording back and listen. The app evaluates the learner’s pronunciation and timing, and gives a
grade of A, B, C, or D depending how close it is to native speech. This would be a useful app for all levels
to practise accuracy and fluency in spoken English.

 Speak & Translate – Voice and Text Translator (by Apalon Apps): Pre-CLB–CLB 4. Learners can set
the app to respond to speaking or writing. The learner says or writes a sentence in their L1, and the app
translates it into English. Teachers and tutors recommending this app to learners need to give
explicit instruction about plagiarism and what that means, especially for CLB 3 and above.
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Reading
 TOEFL Reading Comprehension Practice (by Pixerian): CLB 5–8 and above. Learners read passages
similar to those they would encounter on the TOEFL test and answer multiple-choice questions. This app
helps learners develop reading speed and comprehension, as well as vocabulary. It also includes a mock
test. The passages and questions would be good for in-class activities or for independent study.

 English Reading Test (by Pham Lam): CLB 5–8. This app provides reading practice. The passages are

multi-paragraph essays at an academic level, with comprehension questions. There is a grammar reference
section with lessons and explanations for most of the key grammar points, including tenses, modals,
conditionals, clauses, and passives.

 Google Translate: Also for Android. All levels. Learners take a picture of text, type text into a box, or

speak into the microphone, and the app translates into the target language. This app is useful for multilevel classes, and beginner learners can translate text into their own language to get the gist, then go back
and work in English on vocabulary and questions. Teachers and tutors recommending this app to
learners need to give explicit instructions about plagiarism and what that means, especially for
CLB 3 and above.

Writing and IELTS Test
 Learning English Writing for Kids in Kindergarten (by Weerachat Sangsaguln): Literacy learners,

pre-CLB, and CLB 1–2. This app models writing the letters of the alphabet in printed script, both uppercase
and lowercase, and the numerals from 1 to 10. It helps learners to form letters and to learn the names of
the letters. The learner follows the finger to trace the letters. When the learner traces the letters correctly,
the learner’s path turns green. If the learner starts in the wrong place or makes an incorrect stroke, the
path stays white and the model finger goes back to the beginning. Some of the letters, for example “a” and
“g,” are taught as typed script rather the usual script that people use for printing by hand.

 IELTS Skills – Free (by Macmillan Education): Also for Android. CLB 5–8 and up. Learners can practise
reading, writing, listening, and speaking in exercises similar to what they will meet on the IELTS test.

Grammar
 Murphy’s English Grammar in Use (by Cambridge University Press): Also for Android.

CLB 1–6. This app gives learners practice with grammar structures. The structure is explained, along with
examples, and there are practice exercises. Activities include listening to short talks, then answering
multiple-choice questions using the grammar point or filling in the blanks. The app provides good practice
for accuracy with tenses.

Vocabulary Development
 ABC Flashcards – Free Learning Games for Children (by Mobileroo Pty): Literacy, pre-CLB, and CLB
1–2. The app helps with basic vocabulary development and has two modes, one to learn the word and one
that allows learners to practise or test themselves. The app shows a picture, and the speaker names it.
When learners are ready, they can touch “Play” to hear a word and then choose the corresponding picture
from an array of two to four items.

 Flashcard Creator for Kids Free (by Nahla vs Littledee Pty): Literacy, CLB 1–4. Learners can take

pictures of items they don’t know the words for, then bring the pictures to class and learn the words. The
app loads a learner’s (or teacher’s) pictures into flashcards, then there is a function for recording the
pronunciation of the word and learning the spelling. The app builds vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation,
as well as individual vocabulary lists for learners.

 Word of the Day – Daily English Dictionary App (by Unity): CLB 6–12, but native speakers and

literacy learners will find the app useful, too! This is a vocabulary development app. Each day a new word
is posted, with pronunciation to listen to, the pronunciation written in the International Phonetic Alphabet
(IPA), the meaning of the word in simple terms, and an example sentence showing how the word is used.
Often the words are literary, even poetic, and not in the most common 1000 words of English. The app is
useful for high-level learners preparing for academic work or who want to improve their scores on the
IELTS and other tests.

 English Idioms Illustrated (by Aiden Potts): CLB 5–8. Thirty common idioms are free. They are

illustrated with pictures and have historical explanations about their origins. More idioms can be purchased.
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